
 

 

Hey Everybody, 

 

May the peace of Christ be with you on this beautiful (and thankfully cooler) 

Tuesday evening! I wanted to make you aware of some important changes 

coming to HNC in the next few weeks. Here's what you need to know... 

 

About Covid Protocols 

 

Recently, we made the change to "Red Robin" covid protocols at HNC, 

requiring masks and social distancing for children at all times, and for adults 

while in hallways and common places such as bathrooms and classrooms. 

 

These are the same protocols required in sit down restaurants in the Hillsboro 

area, hence, "Red Robin Rules". 

 

We also promised to re-evaluate these protocols in the coming weeks. 

 

Upon completing that evaluation and in light of the state government's recent 

announcement, we will end covid protocols at HNC effective on June 

30th. 

 



 

Masks, social distancing, etc. will no longer be required of anyone. 

 

While this announcement comes as great news for some, it is cause for 

concern to others. 

 

Because we want HNC to be one of the most welcoming places in all 

Hillsboro, we need to continue respecting the various comfort zones of folks 

who walk through our doors. 

 

To those who choose to continue wearing masks: do not look down on those 

who choose to take them off. 

 

To those who take them off: do not pressure those who leave them on to do 

the same. 

 

To those who want to shake hands or hug, do so freely; to those who want 

extra space, trust that our church family will respect your wishes. 

 

As Jesus once instructed, "Do to others as you would have them do to you, 

for this sums up the Law and the Prophets." Let's keep that up! 

 

About the Worship Stream 

 

The pandemic also occasioned our church to adopt an online stream quickly 

to stay connected with folks at home. I want to give a HUGE THANK YOU to 

the many people who made that happen. 

 

After more than a year of streaming, we received feedback from the 



congregation and advice from leaders on the district. Our team came together 

last Sunday and evaluated the stream's effectiveness. 

 

The evaluation was unanimous: 

 

Our stream is struggling.  

 

Worship streaming has two purposes: first, to prepare anyone who listens to 

hear from the Lord and, second, to reach folks in the community. If a stream 

is more distracting than it is inviting, then it defeats itself. Our leaders agreed 

that the stream is failing in its purposes due to our struggles. 

 

The preaching portion comes through loud and clear, however, we are having 

a hard time making the sound work well for the worship portion of the service: 

it comes out tinny and imbalanced no matter who is working the tech upstairs 

or leading from the stage. 

 

We've researched the sources of these issues and learned that there are 

many problems at play. In this season of our church's life, we've also realized 

that we lack the necessary resources and experience to resolve these 

problems. 

 

And so, we formed a new plan together. 

 

Instead of our weekly stream, we will record the message on video and post it 

to our Youtube page every Sunday afternoon for the foreseeable future. 

 

The message will no longer be live, but it will be available shortly following the 

end of our live service. We feel this is the very best solution we can offer to 



 

our family and community. 

 

So, on those weeks that you miss Sunday morning, we invite you to tune into 

our Youtube Channel, HNC Vids, and hear the Word of the Lord! 

 

Additional FAQ 

 

Will the sanitizer stations be removed from HNC? 

No. From a general public health perspective, it makes sense to leave those 

in place, especially during flu season. We're shaking lots of hands; having the 

stations available could help keep germs to a minimum. 

 

Will the gym still be available? 

No, we have decided to discontinue use of the streaming setup in the gym. 

We want to give a HUGE thank you to the folks who have helped to make the 

gym happen. We were glad to offer it for the duration of the pandemic, but it 

was stretching us a bit thin over those months. So, we are now ready to come 

back together and to repool our resources to be more effective. 

 

Will we start passing offering plates again? 

Yes. The use of offering plates will resume as soon as we can restaff a team 

of ushers. 

 

Are we going to continue using the little bottles and baggies for 

Communion? 

Yes we are! It turns out that this bottled Communion is much, much more 

convenient for those who prepare and administer Communion. This new 

method was a pleasant surprise which we stumbled on during the quarantine. 



 

We're going to stick with it, at least for the time being. 

 

Do we still have to sit every other pew? 

Nope. All pews are now open for seating, and all altars will be returned to the 

front of the stage for prayer times. 

 

When will the stream come back? 

We have no plans to bring the stream back at the moment because of the 

limitations we're facing. We would be willing to reconsider streaming, but only 

once we have access to the necessary technology, resources, and 

experienced folks necessary to stream well. For now, we're glad to have the 

equipment necessary to record and post. 

 

And that's everything! 

If you have any questions about these changes, let me know by emailing me 

at rdonley@hillsboronazarene.org. And be sure to spread the word to anyone 

who might not be receiving these emails! 

 

HNC, as always, remember that God loves you, we love you, and there's not 

a thing you can do about it! 

 

Your Friendly Neighborhood Pastor, 

   - Ryan 

 

 


